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Russian president, Dmitry Medvedev, and American president, Barack Obama, meet in New York City, in the USA

USA cANCELS EUROPEAN MISSILE SHIELD PLANS

On 17th September the president of the
USA, Barack Obama, surprised many peo-
ple when he made an announcement on tel-
evision. He said he had decided to cancel
plans to set up an American missile shield
in Poland and the Czech Republic.

A missile shield is the name given to
military equipment that is designed to
shoot down missiles. This means it can
defend a country against a missile attack.

The shield is only used if one country
fires missiles, or long-range rockets, at
another. First a radar system tracks the
incoming rockets. Then special missiles
are fired. They intercept the incoming
rockets and destroy them in the air.

In 2007 the USA made an agreement
to place an American missile shield in
Poland and the Czech Republic. The ra-
dar part of the shield would be placed in
the Czech Republic and the ‘interceptor’
missiles in Poland.

The president of the USA at the time
was George W Bush. He said this shield
was needed in case countries in the Mid-
dle East attacked European countries. Al-
though he did not mention any country’s
name, everyone guessed he was talking
about Iran.

Some countries, including the USA,
suspect Iran has been developing mis-
siles that can travel over very long dis-
tances. These countries also believe Iran
is planning to build nuclear weapons. If
Iran were to fit a nuclear weapon onto a
long-range missile, it would be able to
threaten many European countries.

Iranian leaders have denied they are
building long-range missiles and nu-
clear weapons. They insist their missile
tests are for launching satellites. The
leaders also claim their nuclear experi-
ments are part of a project to generate
electricity from nuclear power and that
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they have no interest in having
nuclear weapons.

Russia was very angry about
President Bush’s plan. Although
America insisted the missile shield
was only for defence, the Russians
said it could be used to attack them.
Russia also has a good relationship
with Iran. It claims Iran does not
have the technology to be able to
build long-range missiles. So there
would be no need for an American
missile shield in Poland and the
Czech Republic.

Kaliningrad

CZECH REPUBLIC .

RUSSIA
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Dmitry Medvedev is the presi-
dent of Russia. In 2008, he declared
Russia would place nuclear weap-
ons in Kaliningrad — a part of Russia
close to Poland — if the USA’s mis-
sile shield plan were to go ahead.
Most people living in Europe
thought the shield was not designed
to attack Russia. But some believe it
had another ‘hidden meaning’.
After the end of the Second
World War (1939 - 1945) many
countries in Eastern Europe became
part of the Russian-led Soviet Un-
ion. During this period they had
communist governments without
any democratic elections. When
the Soviet Union collapsed in 1990
these countries became independ-
ent and elected their own leaders.
Most joined both the European Un-
ion (EU) and NATO (North Atlantic
Treaty Organization).
Countries such as Poland and the

Czech Republic want to stay inde-
pendent. So the ‘hidden meaning’

of the missile shield was to show
Russia the USA would help European
countries that were formally part of
the Soviet Union, if Russia were to
threaten them.

Mr Obama’s decision to cancel
the missile shield plan made Rus-
sia very happy. Some Russians even
called it a “victory’. Yet many people
believe his announcement will worry
several eastern European countries.
They say the decision may be seen
as a sign of weakness. This might
please countries such as Iran whose
leaders are anti-American.

Mr Obama explained his decision
to cancel the shield was made be-
cause he had received new informa-
tion. This, he said, showed Iran was
not developing long-range missiles.
Instead of the shield in Poland and
the Czech Republic he said the USA
would place a similar type of equip-
ment on American navy ships. But
this equipment can only track and
shoot down short-range missiles.

President Obama and President
Medvedev met in New York City, in
the USA, on 23rd September. They
discussed the cancellation of the
missile shield. Mr Medvedev also
confirmed that Russia would now
halt its plans to put nuclear weapons
in Kaliningrad.

After he was elected president of
the USA, Mr Obama said he wanted
to reset, or ‘reboot’, the country’s
relationship with Russia. Some peo-
ple think this is why he cancelled
the missile shield plans.

Many people expect Mr Obama
will now ask Russia to do something
to help the USA in return. This, they
suspect, will be to do with Iran. If
Iran is found to be developing nu-
clear weapons the USA will need
Russia’s help in persuading the Ira-
nian leaders to give up their nuclear
plans. &

HONDURAS PRESIDENT RETURNS

Manuel Zelaya was elected presi-
dent of Honduras in 2006. Last July
he was forced to leave the country.
Senior politicians and military lead-
ers made him get on a plane that was
then flown to the nearby country of
Costa Rica.

N
Manuel Zelaya

On 21st September, Mr Zelaya
surprised many people by reap-
pearing in Honduras. He is staying
in the embassy of Brazil. This is
in Tegucigalpa, the capital of Hon-
duras. Most people say he chose
to go to the Brazilian embassy be-
cause he knows the Honduran au-
thorities would not dare to enter it to
arrest him.

Soon after he was forced to leave
the country Mr Zelaya promised to
return. Recently, he tried to fly into
Tegucigalpa airport but found that
the runway was blocked by military
vehicles. It’s thought that this time a
few supporters helped him to cross
the border and travel over the moun-
tains to the capital city.

Many senior judges, high-rank-
ing army officers and elected mem-
bers of the Honduran parliament
wanted to remove Mr Zelaya from
his job. They claimed he was plan-
ning to change the country’s consti-
tution — the rules by which a country
is governed — so he could stand for
re-election next year. The current
rules say a president can be elected
for only one four-year term.
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The Honduran parliament has
appointed Roberto Micheletti as a
temporary president. A new presi-
dential election is due to be held
within the next few months. Mr
Micheletti warned Mr Zelaya he
would be arrested if he returned
to Honduras.

Honduras is a member of the
Organization of American States
(OAS). The 35 member countries of
this organisation come from North,
Central and South America. The
other members of the OAS, includ-
ing the USA, were angry about what
happened to Mr Zelaya. They voted
to suspend Honduras’ membership
of the OAS.

When Mr Zelaya’s supporters
heard he was back in the coun-
try many crowded into the streets
around the Brazilian embassy. On
22nd September the police forced
the crowds to return to their homes.
The police then surrounded the em-
bassy building.

Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva is the
president of Brazil. He told Mr Ze-
laya not to make any speeches that
could cause his supporters to riot or
cause trouble in Honduras.

Honduran authorities insist offi-
cials in the Brazilian embassy must
now hand Mr Zelaya over. If they do
not want to do that, the authorities
say, he should be taken to Brazil and
offered asylum. &

UN CLIMATE CHANGE TALKS

The United Nations (UN) General
Assembly began on 22nd Septem-
ber. This annual meeting usually
takes place at the end of September
and lasts for two weeks.

Every leader of the 192 UN
member countries is invited. The
meetings take place at the UN

headquarters, in New York City, in
the USA.

The first day began with speeches
about the need to reduce greenhouse
gasses in the atmosphere. These
gasses, most scientists believe, are
the major cause of the rise in world
temperatures and climate change.
Carbon dioxide is one of the main
greenhouse gasses. It is created
when fossil fuels — oil, gas and coal
—are burnt.

Leaders of over 100 countries at-
tended the climate change meeting.

In December world leaders will
meet in Copenhagen, the capital of
Denmark, to agree by how much
each country will reduce the green-
house gasses it produces. The coun-
tries will then sign an agreement
promising to stick to these amounts.
This will take over from the Kyoto
Protocol, an agreement signed in
1997. At that time some of the larger
countries, including the USA, Chi-
na, and India, decided not to sign.
Yet all have said they will sign up to
the new agreement in Copenhagen
later this year.

ent f China, at the UN

Hu Jin-tao, p

Experts say the UN meeting was
important. It was the last chance
leaders had to explain their own
plans for cutting greenhouse gasses
before the meeting in Copenhagen
in three months time.

QUIET — EXAM IN PROGRESS — Can
you do your homework when
it’s noisy? Can you study to the
sound of music? What about...
the sound of jet aircraft and big
guns firing? Students in South
Korean schools will be able to
expect silence during the week in
which they take their exams. The
South Korean military has agreed
to stop soldiers from training with
guns during school exam times.
Military leaders also announced
fewer jet aircraft will be flying
while students are taking their
exams. However, officials said if
there were a national emergency,
more jet planes would be allowed
to take off.

At the meeting Hu Jin-tao, the
president of China, surprised many
people. He said his country now
plans to greatly reduce its carbon
emissions. It will do this, he said,
by using better technology and
generating more renewable energy.
Yet President Hu did not mention
by how much he plans to reduce
China’s emissions.

China and the USA are the
world’s biggest producers of carbon
emissions. They are each thought to
generate 20% of the world’s green-
house gasses.

In the past the USA has refused
to agree on carbon emission cuts.
This, it said, was because other
countries, such as China, would not
cut the amount of carbon emissions
they produced. So the Chinese pres-
ident’s speech was important as this
was the first time China has declared
that it will cut its carbon emissions.

Member countries of the Euro-
pean Union (EU) together produce
14% of the world’s greenhouse
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gasses, and Russia and India 5%
each. The EU has said it will cut its
emissions by 20% by 2020.

Yukio Hatoyama, the newly-
elected prime minister of Japan,
announced his country will cut its
emissions by 25% within the next
11 years. Currently, Japan produc-
es 4% of the world’s greenhouse
gas emissions.

Experts say the USA is now the
only large country that has not an-
nounced how it plans to reduce its
carbon emissions. &

REFUGEE CAMP CLOSED

In the early morning of 22nd Sep-
tember over 500 police surrounded
a refugee camp near Calais, in
France. The camp was made up of
tents and makeshift huts. The police
moved into the camp and took away
everyone living there.

Over the last ten years many peo-
ple have travelled to the area around
Calais. They have come from sev-
eral different countries but most are
from Iraq, Somalia and Afghani-
stan. They say they have left their
homelands to escape from war or
other problems.

If a person wants to move to live
in another country, he or she has to
make a special application. This can
be expensive and take a long time.
It’s also possible the application will
be refused.

British and French authorities
want to stop illegal migrants getting
into the UK. Under UK law anyone
arriving in the country, who wants to
stay, has a right to apply. This means
people in the camps had been trying
to get into the UK illegally.

At first many managed to smug-
gle themselves across the English
Channel. Some got in the back of

trucks that crossed the Channel on
ferries between Calais and Dover.
Others hid on vehicles that are load-
ed onto trains, which then take them
through the Channel Tunnel.

The police began checking all ve-
hicles that made the crossing. Now
over one million trucks are searched
every year. In the last 12 months
officials in the UK say 28,000 peo-
ple were stopped from making an
illegal crossing.

UK

London Channel
>*

Tunnel
Do{:‘y
Calais

Brussels
*

BELGIUM

English
Channel

FRANCE

Pg‘ris

As it has become harder to make
the crossing the migrants have set
up camps around Calais. This is il-
legal. One, called Sangatte, was
closed down by the French authori-
ties in 2002. Yet this did not stop the
migrants from arriving — they just
moved to other places.

The camp that was closed on
21st September was nicknamed
the ‘jungle’. It was near the Calais
ferry port. French authorities said
the camp had no sanitation and the
1,500 people in it were living in
awful conditions. The authorities
were worried disease could break
out. Many local people complained
they felt unsafe. They accused
the people in the camp of stealing
from shops.

Many of the migrants had been
brought to the camps by criminal
gangs. These gangs are called peo-
ple traffickers. They promise to
be able to get people into the UK,
and charge money to take them

from their home countries to Cal-
ais. The gangs then demand more
money to get people across the
English Channel.

Officials in the UK say migrants
can apply to enter the country le-
gally if they have been persecuted
in the country they come from. But
they say those in the ‘jungle’ camp
in Calais are just looking for jobs
and have not been persecuted in
their own countries.

Some criticised the French au-
thorities for announcing what the
police were going to do in advance.
These people believe many of the
migrants moved out of the camp
and disappeared before the police
arrived. Some people expect the
migrants that disappeared will come
back and set up another camp.

The police took away 278 peo-
ple. These migrants are expected
to be sent back to their countries.
The tents and huts in the camp
were flattened by bulldozers and
burnt. &

NewsCAsT

Cows GET COMFORTABLE — A uni-
versity student in Norway has
completed a study that says cows
produce more milk if they are
comfortable. Some dairy farms
in Norway have replaced cow
barns that have stalls with ones
that have a type of rubber matting
on the floor. This means the cows
can move around and lie down on
the rubber mats if they want to.
The farmers say cows naturally
lie down for about half of the
day. The student’s study says the
‘comfortable’ cows produce as
much as 6% more milk than

cows who have

to stand up in 6 \

their stalls.
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NORMAN BORLAUG 1914 - 2009
Scientist who helped save millions of people living in less wealthy countries from starvation

Norman Borlaug died on 12th September, aged 95.
He was known as the ‘Father of the Green Revolution'.

He was born in 1914 in Iowa, in the USA. His
parents were farmers. When he was young he
helped out on the family farm. In the 1930s, the
USA suffered what was known as the Great Depres-
sion. It was very hard to make money and many
people could not get jobs or buy enough food for
their families.

While visiting towns and cities Mr Borlaug saw
many people who did not have enough to eat. He
began to see how improving farming methods
could increase food supplies.

Mr Borlaug studied agricultural science at uni-
versity. Then he began to study plant diseases.
When he left university he went to a poor farming
area in Mexico to take part in a special project.

Mr Borlaug was then asked to go to India and
Pakistan. There, poor harvests and food shortages
were common. The governments of both countries
feared many of their people would starve to death.
Within a few years Mr Borlaug and local scientists
working with him increased the amount of wheat
grain grown in India and Pakistan by 400%.

During the 1960s Mr Borlaug helped other
countries, including Egypt, Libya, Sudan, Iraq and
Saudi Arabia, to grow better wheat plants. Other
scientists began to use his methods to improve
different grain crops, especially rice. Increas-
ing the amount of food grown in this way greatly
reduced the number of people who suffered
from starvation.

In 1970, Mr Borlaug won the Nobel Peace
Prize for his work. He is the only agricultural

In Mexico he noticed that a
fungal disease called rust, which
affected wheat plants, led to poor
harvests. ,

In 1944 Mexican farmers grew |
less than half the wheat the coun- sl
try needed. Mr Borlaug and his team gl

worked for more than ten years to Professor Norman Borlaug ,

develop a new type, or strain, of wheat plant. The
new strain was not damaged by rust. It also pro-
duced more wheat grains per stem. But its stems
were too weak to hold the heavy grains.

Mr Borlaug solved this problem too. He crossed
the new strain of wheat with one from Japan. The
Japanese strain had shorter stems. This produced
a short-stemmed strain that could hold up the
heavy grains. The shorter stems also meant the
plant had extra energy to grow even more grain.

Mr Borlaug took his new wheat plants to south-
ern Mexico. The climate there made it possible
to have two growing seasons every year so seeds
could be produced more quickly. The team added
fertilizers and improved the irrigation of the land.
This helped increase the amount of grain the new
plants produced even further. By 1956, Mexico
was able to grow all the wheat it needed to feed
its people.

scientist ever to have received
this award. His work made people
nickname him the ‘Father of the
- | Green Revolution’.

i  Later Mr Borlaug and his teams
iy developed a type of very nutritious
Ji® corn in Africa. It greatly reduced
especially among
children. He also worked in China to improve its
food supply. Total world grain production went up
by more than 250% between 1950 and 1990, and
much of this was because of Mr Borlaug’s work. He
also set up the World Food Prize. This was to in-
spire others to follow and improve on his work. He
helped educate young people about world hunger
and the importance of growing enough food.

Since Mr Borlaug’s work in the 1950s, 60s and
70s, more discoveries have been made in plant sci-
ence. He believed these, especially genetic engi-
neering, would help to prevent food shortages for
the world’s growing population.

In 2007, Mr Borlaug was awarded the Con-
gressional Gold Medal. This is the highest hon-
our that can be awarded to a person by the
American government.

Many believe Mr Borlaug’s work helped save the
lives of hundreds of millions of people.
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NoRTHERN SEA RouTte

Two large German cargo ships have
completed a voyage through the
Northern Sea Route. This is the first
time non-Russian commercial ships
have travelled this route.

The sea route runs across the
northern coast of Russia in the Arc-
tic Ocean. It is also known as the
North East Passage.

In the past, apart from
a few weeks in the
summer, the route
was  completely
blocked by sea
ice. More recently
Russian navy
ships have used
the North East
Passage. They have \
had to be accompanied
by ice breakers. These are
nuclear-powered ships designed to
clear, or break, a path through thick
sea ice. These paths can then be used
by ships following behind.

Over the last ten years sea ice in
the Arctic Ocean has been shrink-
ing. Most scientists believe this is
a result of global warming. Some
have even suggested the last time
the Northern Sea Route was as open
as it is today was between 7,000 and
5,000 years ago.

The two German ships set off
from South Korea in August and
travelled all the way to Rotterdam
in The Netherlands. They stopped at
two Russian ports on the way.

To reach The Netherlands from
South Korea, ships would usually
sail across the South China Sea into
the Indian Ocean. From there they
would travel through the Suez Ca-
nal into the Mediterranean Sea and
around the coasts of Spain and
France. The Northern Sea Route
is approximately 5,600 kilometres

Suez Canal Route

(3,500 miles) shorter than the route
through the Suez Canal. This means
ships using it can reduce their sail-
ing times by as much as ten days.

As a precaution the two ships
were accompanied by a Russian ice-
breaker. Yet a captain of one of the
German ships said the icebreaker
was not really needed.

Many more cargo ships travelling
between Asia and Europe are
now expected to use the
Northern Sea Route
during the summer
months. Some ex-
perts say, as the
ice continues to
melt, it will soon
be possible to use
the new route all
through the year.
One advantage of
the shorter Northern Sea
Route is that shipping companies
have to use less fuel. This means
the goods they transport could be
cheaper. Large cargo ships produce
a lot of carbon dioxide by burning
fuel. So this too will be reduced.

Some people predict the opening
of the new sea route will affect the
Russian ports in the Arctic. It could
make them much more important,
as more and more shipping compa-
nies decide to use the Northern Sea
Route. &

CARBON TAX IN FRANCE

On 10th  September Nicolas
Sarkozy, the president of France,
made a speech. It was shown live
on French television. He announced
that next year he plans to introduce a
new ‘carbon tax’.

Most scientists agree extra car-
bon dioxide in the Earth’s atmos-
phere is causing a ‘greenhouse

effect’. Other gasses, such as meth-
ane, also add to this problem. The
scientists say these gasses, or emis-
sions, act in the same way as glass
does in a greenhouse. So more heat
from the Sun is being trapped within
the Earth’s atmosphere. These sci-
entists believe it is this ‘greenhouse
effect’ which is the cause of global
warming and climate change.

Carbon dioxide emissions main-
ly come from burning fossils fuels
such as oil, gas and coal.

Carbon taxes are meant to protect
the environment. They are supposed
to get people, companies and facto-
ries to reduce the amount of fossil
fuels they burn for transport, heat-
ing and cooking. The new carbon
tax in France will mean people and
companies will have to pay an extra
€17 (£15.30) per tonne of carbon
emissions they create.

This means petrol will cost €0.04
(£0.036) per litre more. The price of
gas people use will go up by about
5%. There will be no extra charge
for electricity. France generates
80% of its electricity from nuclear
power stations, which do not pro-
duce carbon emissions.

Finland, Denmark and Sweden
have introduced carbon taxes within
the last ten years. Many other gov-
ernments have talked about them.
Yet few have made a decision to
introduce the taxes. This is because
they can be very unpopular. If the
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French parliament votes to approve
President’s Sarkozy’s plans France
will be one of the largest countries
in the world to have a carbon tax.

President Sarkozy says France
must start reducing its carbon
emissions. He wants people to
start thinking of ways to produce
less carbon dioxide. He believes
raising the price of petrol will en-
courage people to stop driving
their cars so much and use public
transport instead.

Some critics of carbon taxes
say they are just a way for gov-
ernments to collect more money.
But President Sarkozy insists the
French carbon tax will not be like
this. The same amount of money
taken in as a carbon tax will be
subtracted from the other taxes
people pay.

Mr Sarkozy also said a special
allowance will be made for people
who live in the countryside, where
there are fewer buses and trains.
However, some people have com-
plained that the tax will be the same
for both rich and less wealthy peo-
ple, which, they say, is unfair.

Supporters of the carbon tax think
the extra charge is too low. They be-
lieve people will not stop using their
cars unless the cost is much higher.
Yet others believe if the French
parliament approves the new law,
the price per tonne of carbon emis-
sions will increase in the future.
This, they say, is what has happened
in the countries that already have a
carbon tax. @

MipDLE EAST PEACE TALKS

On 22nd September Barack Obama,
the president of the USA, held a meet-
ing in New York City, in the USA.
He invited Benjamin Netanyahu,

the prime minister of Israel, and
Mahmoud Abbas, the leader of the
Palestinian Authority, to attend.

This was the first time President
Obama has held talks with these two
Middle Eastern leaders. Disagree-
ments between Israelis and Palestin-
ians first started 60 years ago. Many
world leaders in the past have tried
to get the two sides to make peace.
So far all have failed.

President Obama with the Israeli prime minister
and Palestinian leader

The state of Israel was set up in
Palestine in 1948, with help from the
USA and the United Nations (UN).
Many Jewish people from Europe
and other parts of the world went to
live in the new country. Large num-
bers of Palestinians who lived there
were made to leave their homes and
villages. Some Palestinian families
had lived on these lands for hundreds
of years. Many moved to other coun-
tries. Others stayed, in areas called
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

This led to several wars. Israel
was attacked by other Arab coun-
tries that supported the Palestinians.
Israel then took over the Gaza Strip
and the West Bank. Militant Pales-
tinian groups carried out bombings
and shootings against the Israelis.
Israel ended its occupation of the
Gaza Strip. But it still occupies parts
of the West Bank.

The Palestinian leaders and other
Arab countries want Israel to leave
the West Bank. But over the last 50
years Israelis in the West Bank have

built groups of houses called set-
tlements. The lIsraeli people living
in these settlements do not want to
leave. Many people think these set-
tlements are the main reason why
Israel and the Palestinian Authority
cannot agree on a peace plan.

The United Nations (UN) has or-
dered Israel not to build any more
houses in the West Bank. But it has
continued to do so.

After Mr Obama was elected
president of the USA last year he said
he would work to bring peace to the
Middle East. Traditionally the USA
has supported Israel. Many Jewish
Americans hold senior positions in
both government and businesses in
the USA. This group — nicknamed
‘the Jewish Lobby’ — is very power-
ful. For example, an anti-Israeli pol-
itician is unlikely ever to be elected
as the American president. This is
why all Middle East peace negotia-
tions or agreements have to involve
the USA.

\J SYRIA
West
Bank
Mediterranean
Sea
Jerusalem e
Gaza Strip
JORDAN
ISRAEL
EGYPT

Some people hope Mr Obama
will succeed in getting Mr Netan-
yahu and Mr Abbas to agree on
what happens to the settlements in
the West Bank. But it seems likely
this will take a long time.

George W Bush, the previous
president of the USA, held peace
talks with the Middle East leaders
quite close to the end of his presi-
dency. He has been criticised for this.
Many people say he did not leave
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enough time for the talks to make
any progress. President Obama has
begun talking with the leaders of the
Palestinians and the Israelis early in
his presidency. So some think he has
a much better chance of success. &

EU CoMMISSION PRESIDENT
RE-ELECTED

On 16th September José Manuel Bar-
roso was re-elected president of the
European Union (EU) Commission.

The EU Commission is based
in Brussels, the capital of Belgium.
It is also known as the ‘Commis-
sion’ or the executive of the EU.
The Commission is responsible for
the EU’s administration. It has 27
Commissioners — one from each EU
member country. These include Mr
Barroso, who is a former prime min-
ister of Portugal.

The government of each EU
member country suggests one per-
son to be a Commissioner. The pres-
ident of the Commission decides
which job each should have. Each
Commissioner manages a depart-
ment. These include things such as
trade, transport, education and taxes.

José Manuel Barroso

The EU Commission proposes
and writes all new EU laws. Repre-
sentatives of the member countries’
governments discuss them. Then
the laws are passed to the European
Parliament. The Parliament can then
either change or approve them.

The European Parliament has
736 elected members. Members of
the European Parliament (MEPS)
are elected by people living in EU
member countries. The Parliament
meets in Brussels and in Strasbourg,
a town in France close to the Ger-
man border.

The governments of EU member
countries select the president of the
Commission. But the MEPs still
have to vote to say whether they
endorse the chosen person. If they
do, he or she will be president for
five years.

In 2004 the majority of MEPs
voted for Mr Barroso. This time he
was the only candidate. The vote
to approve him was taken in Stras-
bourg. But Mr Barroso received
fewer votes than he got in 2004.
Some MEPs that voted against
him said he had not done enough
to stop people losing their jobs af-
ter recent money problems in EU
member countries.

Some people claim the EU is
not a democratic organisation. Only
the MEPs are elected by ordinary
people. And critics claim the MEPs
don’t have very much power. Most
decision making, they say, is done
by the Commission, which is ap-
pointed and not elected.

But supporters of the EU say it
has improved the lives of millions
of people living in member coun-
tries. They also say when smaller
countries join together it makes
them more powerful. This helps
when dealing with other large and
powerful countries such as China,
the USA and Russia.

After being re-elected for anoth-
er five years, Mr Barroso declared
he planned to do more to protect
people’s jobs. He also said he would
work more closely with the Euro-
pean Parliament.

Mr Barosso is able to speak
Portuguese, French, English and
Spanish. &

Peace Day

The International Day of Peace has
been marked every year on 21st
September since 1981. On this day
a special bell is struck at the head-
quarters of the United Nations (UN),
in New York City, in the USA. The
Peace Bell was given to the UN by
Japan in 1946.

‘i” INTERNATIONAL E=3

~ DAY OF PEACE i

The UN and many governments
around the world held events and
activities to mark the International
Day of Peace.

Ban Ki-moon is the leader, or
Secretary-General, of the UN. On
21st September he made a speech
near the Peace Bell at the UN’s
headquarters. The theme of his
speech was disarmament. Mr Ban
urged all countries that have large
quantities of nuclear weapons and
other Weapons of Mass Destruction
(WMD) to get rid of them. Using
these types of weapons, he said,
harms innocent people as well as
destroying military targets. Mr Ban
says most people killed or injured
by them are civilians.

Mr Ban said peace cannot be
achieved by using weapons and
military force. Instead, he said, it is
achieved by talking to and respect-
ing other people.

Students from around New York
City went to the UN headquarters to
take part in discussions about peace
and disarmament. Schools further
away and in other countries could
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P1GEON BEATS INTERNET — A group
in South Africa decided to dem-
onstrate how slowly its local tel-
ephone company sends data over
the internet by racing it against
a homing pigeon. The pigeon,
which carried a small 4GB mem-
ory stick, and the data transfer
started at the same time. The data
was sent to a city about 80 kilo-
metres (50 miles) away. The pi-
geon took two hours to get there.
By this time only 5% of the data
had been sent over the internet.
Those who arranged the ‘race’
said it proved how slow the com-
pany’s internet service was. Oth-
ers argued the pigeon could not
do immediate ‘voice calls’ as the
telephone company can.

watch these events, which were
broadcast on the internet.

In Germany two well-known
sportswear companies decided to
end a 60-year feud on the Interna-
tional Day of Peace.

o

UN leader, Ban Ki-moon, rings the Peace Bell

Adidas and Puma are inter-
national companies famous for
making football boots and other
sportswear. Both companies have
their headquarters in  Herzo-
genaurach, a town in the south
of Germany.

The original owners of both com-
panies were brothers. At first they
worked together making shoes. But

60 years ago they had an argument
and each decided to set up his own
company. The two companies have
been rivals ever since. People liv-
ing in the town of Herzogenaurach
are now said to be either Adidas or
Puma supporters.

On 21st September, workers from
Adidas and Puma played a football
match together. The bosses of both
companies shook hands. They said
they hoped they had made people
more aware of the International Day
of Peace and demonstrated that eve-
ryone can help to bring peace to the
world. &

Do SKULLS CHANGE HUMAN
HISTORY?

Scientists working in Georgia have
found five ancient skulls and other
bones in a cave. The skulls have
been dated by scientific tests and are
thought to be 1.8 million years old.
The archaeologists say this makes
them the oldest “human-like’ bones
ever found outside the continent
of Africa.

Scientists believe the bones be-
long to a type of human called homo
erectus. This name means a ‘man
who walks upright’. Most archae-
ologists agree these types of humans
first lived in Africa and started to
spread to other parts of the world
around one million years ago. Sci-
entists believe the last homo erectus
finally died out between 50,000 and
30,000 years ago.

Homo erectus was different from
modern humans, which are known
as homo sapiens. Sapiens means
‘wise’ or ‘knowing’. Homo erectus’
brain was about half the size of a
modern human being’s.

The skulls and other bones were
discovered at a place called Dmanisi,

about 90 kilometres (56 miles)
south west of Thilisi, the capital of
Georgia. The discoveries were made
during archaeological digs between
1991 and 2007. The scientists who
found the skulls say they are from
a primitive, or early, type of homo
erectus. These types of human-like
beings, they say, had smaller brains
than the more developed homo
erectus that lived around 800,000
years ago.

One of the skulls disovered in Georgia

The bones showed these types of
homo erectus were around 1.5 me-
tres (4 feet 11 inches) tall. Their leg
bones are very human-like, which
means they were probably good
walkers and runners.

The leader of the team that dis-
covered the skulls said they had
been found next to some stone tools.
Animal bones were also found that
had cut marks on them. This, the
scientist suggested, could show the
human-like beings prepared meat
before eating it.

Prehistoric skulls are often
found without their teeth. One skull
that had no teeth seemed unusual,
though. The teeth were missing and
the bony tooth sockets had healed
over. So it seems the individual
could have lived for a few years af-
ter losing its teeth. This means the
others may have helped the tooth-
less one to eat and survive. The
scientists think this shows there
must have been some form of soci-
ety where individuals looked after
each other.
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The date of these skulls means
some archaeologists now think
groups of the very early homo erec-
tus from Africa must have migrated,
or moved, to Europe and Asia much
earlier than previously thought. &

UNDERSEA OIL SPILL

An oil company from Thailand is
working to fix a leak from under one
of its oil platforms in the Timor Sea
off the north west coast of Australia.
The company first noticed the leak
on 21st August. The oil well has
been leaking around 400 barrels of
oil per day. By 18th September it
was reported to have leaked 1,200
tonnes of oil into the sea.

Oll platform in the Timor Sea

The leak occurred in a piece of
equipment buried over 3,000 metres
(9,850 feet) under the bottom of the
sea. The oil has therefore been seep-
ing up through the seabed into the
water. The oil company began work
to mend the equipment on 13th Sep-
tember. It has to drill down through
the seabed to do this. It expects its
drill to reach the area of the leak
sometime in October.

The Australian Marine Conser-
vation Society (AMCS) is a group
that works to protect ocean life. It is
worried about some coral reefs and
marine life in the area, including
fish and birds.

An Australian sea safety organi-
sation is running the clean-up work.

NewsCAsST

ExpPensIVE PET — The Tibetan mas-
tiff is a rare breed of dog. Recent-
ly, one wealthy woman in China
decided she wanted to own one.
She paid US$600,000 (£360,000)
for the dog. It was bred in a prov-
ince in the north west part of
China. The woman flew to the
province to collect the dog and
then brought it back home on the
plane with her. She and her new
pet were welcomed at the air-
port by other fans of the rare dog
breed. Tibetan mastiffs can grow
to weigh up to 80 kilograms (176
pounds). They are known to make
very good guard dogs.

The oil company has agreed to pay
for cleaning up the oil. This includes
ships towing skimming equipment.
Oil floats in water, so these ships
can skim, or collect, the oil from the
surface of the sea.

Planes and ships are also being
used to drop chemicals called dis-
persants onto the oil. Dispersants
change the chemical makeup of the
oil. They enable it to mix into the
water instead of staying in a large
slick that floats. This helps to pro-
tect marine life such as sea snakes
and birds from getting covered in
oil while they feed or swim on the
surface of the sea.

Yet the AMCS says using disper-
sants can cause a different type of
problem. The dispersants break up
the oil, which then sinks to the bot-
tom. This oil can then damage under-
water marine life such as coral reefs.

Some marine scientists say coral
reefs in that area have developed a
way of protecting themselves from
oil damage. Some types of bacte-
ria that live on the reefs are able to
break the oil down. Small amounts

of it may not do any harm. But the
scientists warn they don’t know how
much oil these bacteria can break
down. It’s possible, they say, that a
large amount of oil like this could be
too much for the bacteria.

The company is not sure what
caused the leak. It said it will in-
vestigate it to find out exactly what
happened. &

VIDEO ADVERTS IN MAGAZINES

An American company has been the
first to publish video advertisements
in a magazine.

The latest edition of the magazine
Entertainment Weekly has a section
that contains a small video screen.
The screen is 0.25 centimetres (0.1
inch) thick. It is set into a cardboard
insert so it doesn’t get damaged. It
also has small speakers for sound.
When the magazine page is opened,
the video begins.

Video screen on magazine page

The video contains about 25 min-
utes of trailers for new television
programmes. It also features adverts
for products. The magazine page
has a menu of buttons that readers
can push to play different parts of
the video.

The company that designed it is
called Americhip. The microchip
that plays the video can be embed-
ded into a magazine page or booklet.
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The amount of video it can store
depends on how much memory
it has — some can contain videos
that are two hours long. The video
plays on an LCD (liquid crystal dis-
play) screen. The screen also has
a rechargeable battery so it can be
used again. Readers are even able
to upload their own videos onto the
screen using a USB port connected
to their computer.

The video screens were put into
a few thousand copies of the maga-
zine. These were sent to people who
pay to subscribe to the publication.
The magazines sold in shops do not
yet have the video screens.

Critics say the screens are quite
expensive to produce, so they could
not be used in all the magazines.
Some users said the videos took too
long to load. Others found it dif-
ficult to “flick’ through the pages
of the magazine. This was because

the page with the video screen is
much stiffer than the others. Some
environmentalists have warned the
video screens would make recycling
the magazines more difficult.

The companies that paid for the
advertising insist it is a good new
way to communicate with read-
ers. Others agree. They say people
are now more used to reading text
alongside moving video clips on the
internet. They also believe that as
E-readers become a more popular
way of reading books, having vid-
eos on text pages will become more
common. &

ELectioN IN NorwAY

A parliamentary election was held
in Norway on 14th September.
The political group known as the
Red-Green coalition won the most

seats. A coalition is a government in
which several different political par-
ties work together.

Jens Stoltenberg, prime minister of Norway

The Red-Green coalition is led
by Jens Stoltenberg, who has been
Norway’s elected leader since
2005. The election result means Mr
Stoltenberg will still be the coun-
try’s prime minister.

In Norway parliamentary elec-
tions are held every four years. The
parliament, called the Storting, is
in Oslo, the capital city. It has 169
seats. Norway is divided into 19
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different areas, called counties. Each
elects a certain number of people to
the Storting.

Over 20 different political par-
ties took part in the election. The
two biggest are the Norwegian La-
bour Party and the Progress Party.
The Norwegian Labour Party is led
by Mr Stoltenberg. It is the largest
party in the Red-Green coalition.

Mr Stoltenberg’s own party won
three seats more than it had before.
But one of the other members of the
Red-Green coalition lost four seats.
This means the group’s total of 86 is
just enough — by one seat — to out-
vote all the other parties in the 169-
seat parliament. At the last election,
the coalition won 87 seats.

Unlike most other European
countries Norway is not a member
of the European Union (EU). Nor-
way held a referendum - a vote
in which all adults can take part —
on joining the EU in 1994. Most
Norwegians voted not to apply
to join. However, Prime Minister
Stoltenberg has said he would like
Norway to become a member of
the EU in the future.

Most of the discussions, or de-
bates, before the vote took place
were about local issues. These in-
cluded immigration, schools, care
for elderly people, and hospitals.

Norway is a member of NATO
(North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion). The country has 500 troops
in Afghanistan. Yet the party lead-
ers did not say very much about
whether they thought these soldiers
should be moved to where the fight-
ing is fiercest.

Currently the USA and the UK
have the most troops in Afghanistan.
They have asked other NATO mem-
ber countries who have soldiers in
Afghanistan — such as France, Italy
and Germany — to send some troops

to the south of the country where the
fighting is most difficult. So far all
have refused.

Norway has not suffered very much
from the money problems that have af-
fected many other countries over the
last two years. It has large supplies of
oil and gas. These are pumped up from
under the North Sea. The percentage
of Norwegian adults who do not have
a job — called unemployment — is only
3%. This is one of the lowest unem-
ployment rates in the world.

Mr Stoltenberg, who is 50 years
old, is a popular leader. In his free
time he enjoys cross-country skiing
and hiking. &

WARHOL PAINTINGS STOLEN

On 11th September police in Los
Angeles, in the USA, announced a
valuable set of paintings had been
stolen. The paintings are by Andy
Warhol. They are owned by Richard
Weisman, an art collector. He says
the paintings are worth US$3 mil-

o -]
One of Andy Warhol’s self-portraits

Andy Warhol (1928-1987) was
an American artist. His style of mak-
ing paintings and prints became
known as ‘Pop Art’. This style be-
came fashionable in the 1950s and
early 1960s. Pop art used images

NewsCAsT

SpiLT MiLk — Farmers in European
Union (EU) countries have been
protesting that the price of milk
has dropped. They claim the price
that they can sell milk for is now
so low that it actually costs them
money to produce it. Demonstra-
tions against EU farm ministers
have taken place in several EU
member countries. On 16th Sep-
tember, as part of their milk pro-
test, 400 farmers in Belgium used
their tractors to dump four million
litres (880,000 gallons) of milk
onto one large field. They are de-
manding EU ministers pay them
for the milk they are unable to sell.

from popular culture such as adver-
tising and ordinary household items.
Mr Warhol was one of the best-
known pop art artists. Many wealthy
people asked him to create paintings
for them.

Some of Mr Warhol’s most fa-
mous works included images of
popular celebrities. He created por-
traits of Elvis Presley and Marilyn
Monroe. He also
produced numerous
drawings, paintings
and prints based on
the image of a can
of Campbell’s soup.
They were not very
popular at first. But
later, as Mr Warhol
grew more famous, they were sold
for large amounts of money. He cre-
ated many of his paintings using a
method that repeated images in dif-
ferent bright colours.

The ten stolen paintings are por-
traits of famous sportspeople of the
1970s. The owner commissioned Mr
Warhol to paint them. They include
the boxer Muhammed Ali, the tennis
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player Chris Evert and the footballer
Pele. Together the paintings are known
as ‘“The Athletes’. Art experts say Mr
Warhol printed several different sets
of “The Athletes’. All used different
colour schemes. This set also contains
a portrait of Mr Weisman.

Police believe the paintings
were stolen from Mr Weisman’s
house at the beginning of Septem-
ber, while he was away. Nothing
else in the house, including other
paintings by Mr Warhol, was taken
or damaged.

A US$1 million (£625,000) re-
ward has been offered for informa-
tion that helps the police to find the
stolen paintings. &

NEew pLAN FOR ULURU

A national park in Australia has
written a plan that could stop people
from climbing one of the country’s
most well-known landmarks. The
authorities that run the park asked
people to submit their ideas on
whether people should be banned
from climbing Uluru.

Uluru, also known as Ayers
Rock, is a large sandstone rock in
the Northern Territory of Australia.
It is unusual because it rises from a
very flat plain. There are no other
high mountains or rocks nearby.
Geologists think rocks such as this
one were once part of mountain
ranges that have eroded away over
many millions of years. The rock
is 348 metres (13,700 feet) high. It
has been listed by the United Na-
tions (UN) as a World Heritage Site.
These sites are places the UN says
must be protected and preserved.

Uluru is a popular place for tour-
ists to visit. People can go on hiking
tours around the base of the rock. It
is also possible to climb to the top.

But the new plan could mean people
will not be allowed to climb the rock
any more.

Uluru (Ayers Rock)

Uluru is owned by local Abo-
riginal people, who are indigenous
to Australia. The local Aboriginal
groups manage the site along with
the National Park rangers. The
Aboriginal owners ask people not
to climb the rock. They say it is
too dangerous and people can get
hurt. They also say people should
not climb Uluru because it is a
sacred site.

Others say everyone who wants
to visit should be allowed to climb
the rock. Tourists spend a lot of
money in the area. Some people
wonder if stopping visitors from
climbing the rock will mean fewer
tourists will want to visit. This, they
say, could mean local businesses
would lose money.

Peter Cochrane is the head of
Australia’s  National Parks. He
says he asked people to give him
their ideas on what they think visi-
tors to Uluru want to do. He said
there could be safety, environ-
mental or cultural reasons to stop
people from climbing the rock. He
also asked those who want to stop
people climbing the rock to sug-
gest other things visitors could
do instead.

The Australian government says
it will look at all the different ideas
before it makes a decision on what
the plan should finally say. &

Min1 T-Rex

A three-metre (9.8 foot) long dino-
saur fossil has been discovered in
China. Palaeontologists — scientists
who study fossils — believe the small
reptile is an ancestor of Tyrannosau-
rus Rex, or T-Rex.

It is thought that the fossil was
dug up in north east China. Instead
of being sent to a museum to be stud-
ied, the fossil was sold to a collector.
The collector contacted scientists at
a university in the USA to ask them
to identify and study the dinosaur.
They agreed. But the palaeontolo-
gists said once they had finished
studying the fossil the collector had
to give it back to the authorities
in China.

The scientists have spent three
years cleaning and studying the
fossil. They discovered it comes
from a dinosaur that lived around
60 million years earlier than T-Rex
— or about 125 million years ago.
The researchers say the dinosaur
was five or six years old when
it died.

Fossilised mini and giant T-Rex skulls

Until  now, palaeontologists
thought T-Rex evolved from earlier,
similar dinosaurs and that the shape
and features of its body must have
changed over millions of years. Yet
the bones of the new fossil are al-
most exactly the same as those of
the giant T-Rex. It has short arms,
powerful back legs, a long body and
a big head.
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But the fossil is much smaller
than a T-Rex — about one hundredth
the size. Palaeontologists think the
small dinosaur weighed only about
65 kilograms (143 pounds).

The dinosaur experts say the fos-
sil shows T-Rex did not change very
much over millions of years — as it
evolved it just got bigger and bigger.
They think this might have happened
because other large predators started
dying out. This meant the mini T-Rex
could increase in size and weight to
become a giant predator.

The fossil will now be put on dis-
play in a museum in Inner Mongo-
lia, the part of China in which it was
discovered. O

NIGERIAN RIVER PROJECT

Nigeria has begun a project to
dredge part of the River Niger to
make transporting goods easier.

ATLANTIC OCEAN

The River Niger is about 4,160
kilometres (2,600 miles) long. It
is the third-longest river in Africa.
The river begins in Guinea and runs
through the West African countries
of Mali, Niger and Nigeria. Over
thousands of years the river has cre-
ated a large delta where it flows into
the Atlantic Ocean.

The Nigerian government plans
to dredge the river between Baro
and Warri. This is a distance of
around 570 kilometre